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A parent, young person, or school may request
a decision on whether a child or young
persons has Additional Learning Needs (ALN)
and requires an Individual Development Plan
(IDP).

If the child or young person attends a
maintained mainstream school, the request
should be made to the school. In all other
cases, the request should be made to the
Local Authority.

Maintained Mainstream School: The School
has 35 days to decide on ALN and if needed
develop an IDP.

Other Settings: The Local Authority has 12
weeks to decide whether a child has ALN
and issue an IDP.

A maintained mainstream school maintains
the IDP unless the ALP is complex or the child
is not in a mainstream school, in which case,
the Local Authority takes over responsibility.

If a school or Local Authority decides that a
child or young person does not have ALN,
does not require an IDP, or that the Local
Authority should not maintain the IDP, the
decision can be challenged with the Local
Authority. 

If the Local Authority upholds the decision,
this can be appealed to the Education
Tribunal for Wales.
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