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Welcome to the spring
newsletter.
In each newsletter we aim to highlight
ongoing work in children’s rights that is
of particular relevance in education
settings.

The Children’s Legal Centre Wales is a Wales-wide, bilingual
service providing information for children and young people. 

Our main aims are to:

Provide training and education on the law as it affects children and young
people.
Carry out research, data analysis and evaluative studies to change and improve
law, policy and practice in relation to children and young people.

 
We also:

Offer training and other help to schools, community groups and professionals
Organise conferences, workshops and seminars
Support networks that help spread knowledge about children’s human rights
and the law in Wales.
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Training Sessions

 We’re delighted to launch our brand-new Legal
Spotlight: Lunch & Learn Series at the Children's Legal
Centre Wales! 🎉

This webinar series will initially focus on education law
in Wales, bringing together outstanding legal
professionals from leading firms and chambers to share
their expertise, insights, and real-world experience.

Upcoming sessions:
🔉 “The Vanishing Numbers of ALN Statements” –
Christopher McFarland, Sinclairslaw (06.05.2026)
🔉 “Key Differences Between School-Maintained IDPs
and Local Authority-Maintained IDPs and Where the
Right to Appeals Sits” – Ffion Davies, Geldards LLP
(03.06.2026)
🔉 “School Exclusions and Access to Education” –
Cathrine Grubb, Civitas Chambers (02.09.2026)

Each session will spotlight key developments in Welsh
law, offering valuable perspectives on the rights of
children and young people and the evolving education
landscape in Wales.

💻 Join us online from wherever you are – whether
you're a solicitor, barrister, student, educator, or
working in a related field, this series is a fantastic CPD
opportunity and a chance to deepen your
understanding of this vital area of practice.

📅 Secure your place via Eventbrite:
👉 The Vanishing Numbers of ALN Statements:
https://lnkd.in/eQDF-vd8
👉 IDPs & Rights of Appeal: https://lnkd.in/e_KP_RRU
👉 School Exclusions & Access to Education:
https://lnkd.in/eh3pjGgV

Don’t miss this opportunity to learn from leading voices
in education law, connect with peers, and be part of
important conversations shaping the future of children’s
rights in Wales.

Article 42: Everyone should know about children’s
rights. 
States Parties undertake to make the principles and provisions
of the Convention widely known, by 
appropriate and active means, to adults and children alike. 

 

Age of Criminal Responsibility 
 

The age of criminal responsibility is just 10 years old in Wales, one of the lowest in
Europe. Many children's rights advocates are calling for the age to be raised. Children
under 16 are being judged too developmentally immature to safely navigate social
media, yet our justice system in England and Wales still treats 10-year-olds as fully
criminally responsible.
 
During our outreach work we have found that many young people and those
professionals who work with them are unaware that children can be arrested and held
criminally responsible from the age of 10 years old.
 
You can read more about this in Dr Rhian Croke's Blog.
 
Too Young for Social Media — Old Enough for Criminal Responsibility? Time to
rethink child justice in England and Wales | Children's Legal Centre Wales
 
We Were Wondering… How Old Do You Have to Be to Get Arrested? | Children's
Legal Centre Wales

Article 40:

I have the right to be treated as a child if I break the law
 States Parties recognize the right of every child alleged as, 
accused of, or recognized as having infringedt he penal law to
be treated in a manner consistent with the promotion of the
child’s sense of dignity and
worth, which reinforces the child’s respect for the human rights
and fundamental freedoms of others and
which takes into account the child’s age and the desirability of
promoting the child’s reintegration and the
child’s assuming a constructive role in society.

We Were Wondering...

During our outreach sessions we have been gathering
questions from young people on issues that are
important to them.
 
In response, we’ve created a series of short blogs that
explain the legal information behind these issues in a
clear and accessible way to young people.
 
Each blog answers a real question from a young person
and aims to help them better understand their rights.
 
Our most recent blog informs young people about the
upcoming Senedd Election, including key dates,
eligibility, and step-by-step information on how to
register to vote
 
Questions we have answered so far are;
 
We Were Wondering- What is a Senedd Election? |
Children's Legal Centre Wales
 
We Were Wondering... “What are the rules about
carrying things for self-defence?” | Children's Legal
Centre Wales
 
We Were Wondering... 'What are the Laws about
Sexting?' | Children's Legal Centre Wales
 
We Were Wondering… How Old Do You Have to Be to
Get Arrested? | Children's Legal Centre Wales
 
We Were Wondering… What Happens If I Share a Post
which Encourages Bad Behaviour “For a Laugh”? |
Children's Legal Centre Wales
 

Article 17:

I have the right to get information in lots of 
ways, so long as it’s safe.
States Parties recognize the important function performed by
the mass media and shall ensure that the child has access to
information and material from a diversity of national and
international sources, especially those aimed at the promotion
of his or her social, spiritual and moral well-being and physical
and mental health.

Youth Survey Findings

What do children and young people in Wales want to
know about the law today? And how do they want to
access legal support when they need it?
 
These were the questions behind our recent survey of
143 young people aged 11–17.
 
Thank you very much to all the young people who took
part, and those organisations that helped share the
survey.
 
Their responses provide a valuable snapshot of how
children understand the law, what kinds of legal
problems they encounter, and what support they feel is
missing. While similar research carried out eight years
ago highlighted significant gaps in legal education and
access to legal information in Wales, the latest findings
help us understand how children’s needs and
expectations are evolving.
 
Above all, the results show that young people want
practical knowledge about the law that connects to
the issues they face in everyday life.
 
Find out more about our findings in Hannah Bussicott's
blog.

Listening to Children in Wales: What Young People Say
They Need from Legal Support Today | Children's
Legal Centre Wales
 

Article 12:
I have the right to be listened to and be taken seriously.
Every child has the right to express their views, feelings and
wishes in all matters affecting them, and to have their views 
considered and taken seriously.

Senedd Election
 

The next Senedd election takes place on 7 May 2026,
and this year comes with big changes that young voters
should know about.
 
This year’s Senedd election is very different from
previous ones. Key changes include:

16 new constituencies Wales now has 16
larger constituencies, each electing 6 Members
of the Senedd (MSs) using a closed‑list
proportional representation system.

More Members The Senedd will grow from 60
to 96 Members, which aims to improve scrutiny
and representation.
A new voting system Instead of voting for a
constituency MS and a regional MS, you will now
cast one vote for a party list in your constituency.

These changes are designed to make the Senedd more
effective and more representative.
 
Young people aged 16 and over can vote in Senedd
Elections but they will need to register to vote by April

20th using this link Register to vote - GOV.UK
 
Young people have shown that when they vote, they
can influence outcomes, especially in close contests.
 
There are a range of resources for schools that can
help inform young people about the Senedd Elections.
 
https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/2026-senedd-
election-resources/
 
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/resources/reso
urces-educators/resources-senedd-election-2026
 
https://senedd.wales/visit/education-and-youth-
engagement/visiting-you/let-s-talk-senedd-explaining-
democracy-in-wales/
 
https://hwb.gov.wales/news/articles/0f90aa0d-7c4d-
45da-a719-6bf59c743a43
 

Article 12:
I have the right to be listened to and be taken seriously.

Every child has the right to express their views, feelings and
wishes in all matters affecting them, and to have their views 
considered and taken seriously.

            Thank you to our funders
 

We would like to thank our funders, Paul Hamlyn Foundation, Esmée
Fairbairn Foundation and AB Charitable Trust for their support, enabling us
to carry out this vital work

We hope you have found this information useful, and we would welcome any
information on upcoming events or resources that we can share with schools. For

more information on the Law in Wales and how this affects young people please visit
The Children’s Legal Centre Wales.

If you would like to read previous Newsletters please click here
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Addysg Gyfreithiol a Hawliau

Plant mewn Ysgolion

Issue 6 Tymor Gwanwyn

Croeso i'r cylchlythyr
cyntaf o'r flwyddyn
academaidd. Gobeithiwn
eich bod wedi cael tymor
cyntaf da.
Ym mhob cylchlythyr, ein nod yw tynnu
sylw at waith parhaus yn y maes
hawliau plant sy'n arbennig o berthnasol
mewn lleoliadau addysg.

Mae Canolfan Gyfreithiol y Plant, Cymru yn
wasanaeth dwyieithog sy’n rhoi gwybodaeth i blant a
phobl ifanc ledled Cymru.
 

 Ein prif amcanion yw:

Darparu hyfforddiant ac addysg ar y gyfraith fel y mae'n effeithio ar blant a
phobl ifanc.
Cynnal ymchwil, astudiaethau gwerthuso a dadansoddi data i newid a
gwella’r gyfraith, polisi ac ymarfer mewn perthynas â phlant a phobl ifanc.

Rydym hefyd yn:

Cynnig hyfforddiant a chymorth arall i ysgolion, grwpiau cymunedol a
gweithwyr proffesiynol
Trefnu cynadleddau, gweithdai a seminarau
Cefnogi rhwydweithiau sy'n helpu i ledaenu gwybodaeth am hawliau dynol
plant a'r gyfraith yng Nghymru.
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Cynnig Hyfforddiant i Athrawon
 

Rydym yn falch iawn o lansio ein cyfres newydd sbon Legal Spotlight: Lunch & Learn
yng Nghanolfan Gyfreithiol Plant Cymru! 🎉
 
Bydd y gyfres weminar hon yn canolbwyntio i ddechrau ar gyfraith addysg yng
Nghymru, gan ddod â gweithwyr proffesiynol cyfreithiol rhagorol o gwmnïau a siambr
flaenllaw ynghyd i rannu eu harbenigedd, eu mewnwelediadau, a’u profiad ymarferol.
 
Sesiynau sydd ar ddod:
🔉 “Y Niferoedd Sy’n Diflannu o Ddatganiadau AAA” – Christopher McFarland,
Sinclairslaw (06.05.2026)
🔉 “Y Gwahaniaethau Allweddol rhwng CDUau a Gynhelir gan Ysgolion a CDUau a
Gynhelir gan Awdurdodau Lleol a Lle mae’r Hawl i Apelio yn Gorwedd” – Ffion Davies,
Geldards LLP (03.06.2026)
🔉 “Gwaharddiadau Ysgol a Mynediad at Addysg” – Cathrine Grubb, Civitas
Chambers (02.09.2026)
 
Bydd pob sesiwn yn tynnu sylw at ddatblygiadau allweddol yng nghyfraith Cymru, gan
gynnig safbwyntiau gwerthfawr ar hawliau plant a phobl ifanc a thirwedd esblygol
addysg yng Nghymru.
 
💻 Ymunwch â ni ar-lein o ble bynnag yr ydych – p’un a ydych yn gyfreithiwr,
bargyfreithiwr, myfyriwr, addysgwr, neu’n gweithio mewn maes cysylltiedig, mae’r
gyfres hon yn gyfle gwych ar gyfer DPP (CPD) ac yn ffordd o ddyfnhau eich
dealltwriaeth o’r maes ymarfer hanfodol hwn.
 
📅 Sicrhewch eich lle drwy Eventbrite:
👉 Y Niferoedd Sy’n Diflannu o Ddatganiadau AAA: https://lnkd.in/eQDF-vd8
👉 CDUau a Hawliau Apelio: https://lnkd.in/e_KP_RRU
👉 Gwaharddiadau Ysgol a Mynediad at Addysg: https://lnkd.in/eh3pjGgV
 
Peidiwch â cholli’r cyfle hwn i ddysgu gan leisiau blaenllaw ym maes cyfraith addysg,
cysylltu â chyfoedion, a bod yn rhan o sgyrsiau pwysig sy’n siapio dyfodol hawliau
plant yng Nghymru.

Erthygl 42: Dylai pawb wybod am hawliau plant.
Rhaid i lywodraethau fynd ati i weithio er mwyn sicrhau bod
plant ac oedolion yn gwybod am y Confensiwn
 

 

Oed Cyfrifoldeb Troseddol

 

Dim ond 10 oed yw oed cyfrifoldeb troseddol yng Nghymru, un o’r rhai isaf yn Ewrop.
Mae llawer o eiriolwyr dros hawliau plant yn galw am godi’r oedran. Ystyrir bod plant o
dan 16 oed yn rhy anaeddfed yn ddatblygiadol i ddefnyddio’r cyfryngau cymdeithasol
yn ddiogel, ac eto mae ein system gyfiawnder yng Nghymru a Lloegr yn dal i drin plant
10 oed fel rhai sy’n gwbl gyfrifol yn droseddol.
 
Yn ystod ein gwaith allgymorth, rydyn ni wedi canfod nad yw llawer o bobl ifanc a’r
gweithwyr proffesiynol hynny sy’n gweithio gyda nhw yn ymwybodol y gellir arestio’r
plant a’u dal yn droseddol gyfrifol o 10 oed ymlaen.
Gallwch ddarllen mwy am hyn ym Mlog Dr Rhian Croke.
 
Rhy Ifanc ar gyfer y Cyfryngau Cymdeithasol — Digon Hen ar gyfer Cyfrifoldeb
Troseddol? Amser ailystyried cyfiawnder plant yng Nghymru a Lloegr | Canolfan
Gyfreithiol y Plant Cymru
 
Roeddem yn Meddwl... Tybed Pa Oedran Sydd Raid i Chi Fod i Gael Eich Arestio? |
Canolfan Gyfreithiol y Plant Cymru

Erthygl 40:
Mae gen i hawl i gael fy nhrin yn deg os byddaf i’n torri’r
gyfraith
Mae Partïon yn cydnabod hawl pob plentyn yr honnir, y
cyhuddir neu y cydnabyddir ei fod wedi torri deddf gosb i gael
ei drin mewn modd sy’n gyson â hyrwyddo ymdeimlad y
plentyn o urddas a gwerth, sy’n atgyfnerthu parch y plentyn at
hawliau dynol a rhyddid sylfaenol pobl eraill, ac sy’n ystyried
oedran y plentyn a pha mor ddymunol yw hyrwyddo’r broses o
ailintegreiddio’r plentyn a’r plentyn yn chwarae rhan adeiladol
mewn cymdeithas.
 
 

 Roeddwm yn Meddwl

 

Yn ystod ein sesiynau allgymorth, rydyn ni wedi bod yn
casglu cwestiynau gan bobl ifanc ar faterion sy’n
bwysig iddyn nhw.
 
Mewn ymateb, rydyn ni wedi creu cyfres o flogiau byr
sy’n egluro’r wybodaeth gyfreithiol y tu ôl i’r materion
hyn mewn ffordd glir a hygyrch i bobl ifanc.
 
Mae pob blog yn ateb cwestiwn go iawn gan berson
ifanc a’i nod yw ei helpu i ddeall ei hawliau’n well.
 
Mae ein blog diweddaraf yn hysbysu pobl ifanc am yr
Etholiad Senedd sydd ar ddod, gan gynnwys
dyddiadau allweddol, cymhwystra, a gwybodaeth gam
wrth gam ar sut i gofrestru i bleidleisio.
 
Dyma’r cwestiynau rydyn ni wedi’u hateb hyd yma;
 
We Were Wondering... “What are the rules about
carrying things for self-defence?” | Canolfan Gyfreithiol
y Plant Cymru
 
 Secstio a’r Gyfraith yng Nghymru: Yr hyn sydd angen i
chi ei wybod. | Canolfan Gyfreithiol y Plant Cymru
 
 Roeddem yn Meddwl... Tybed Pa Oedran Sydd Raid i
Chi Fod i Gael Eich Arestio? | Canolfan Gyfreithiol y
Plant Cymru
 
 Roeddem yn Meddwl... Tybed Beth Fydd yn Digwydd
os Byddaf yn Rhannu Neges sy’n Annog Ymddygiad
Gwael “am Hwyl”? | Canolfan Gyfreithiol y Plant Cymru

Erthygl 17: Mae gen i’r hawl i gael gwybodaeth mewn
llawer o ffyrdd, cyn belled â’i fod yn ddiogel.
Mae Partïon yn cydnabod swyddogaeth bwysig y cyfryngau
torfol a bydd yn sicrhau bod y plentyn yn cael gafael ar
wybodaeth a deunyddiau o amrywiaeth o ffynonellau
cenedlaethol a rhyngwladol, yn enwedig y rheini sydd wedi'u
hanelu at hyrwyddo ei lesiant cymdeithasol, ysbrydol a moesol,
a'i iechyd corfforol a meddyliol.

Canfyddiadau’r Arolwg Ieuenctid

Beth mae plant a phobl ifanc yng Nghymru eisiau ei
wybod am y gyfraith heddiw? A sut maen nhw eisiau
cael gafael ar gymorth cyfreithiol pan fydd ei angen
arnyn nhw?
 
Dyma’r cwestiynau y tu ôl i’n harolwg diweddar i 143 o
bobl ifanc rhwng 11 a 17 oed.
 
Diolch yn fawr iawn i’r holl bobl ifanc a gymerodd ran,
ac i’r sefydliadau hynny a helpodd i rannu’r arolwg.
Mae eu hymatebion yn rhoi cipolwg gwerthfawr ar sut
mae plant yn deall y gyfraith, pa fathau o broblemau
cyfreithiol maen nhw’n dod ar eu traws, a pha gymorth
maen nhw’n teimlo sydd ddim ar gael. Er bod ymchwil
debyg a gynhaliwyd wyth mlynedd yn ôl wedi tynnu
sylw at fylchau sylweddol mewn addysg gyfreithiol a
chael gafael ar wybodaeth gyfreithiol yng Nghymru,
mae’r canfyddiadau diweddaraf yn ein helpu i ddeall
sut mae anghenion a disgwyliadau plant yn datblygu.
Yn anad dim, mae’r canlyniadau’n dangos bod pobl
ifanc eisiau gwybodaeth ymarferol am y gyfraith sy’n
gysylltiedig â’r materion sy’n eu hwynebu yn eu
bywydau bob dydd.
 
Mae rhagor o wybodaeth am ein canfyddiadau ar gael
ym mlog Hannah Bussicott
Gwrando ar Blant yng Nghymru: Yr hyn y mae Pobl
Ifanc ei Angen gan Gymorth Cyfreithiol Heddiw |
Canolfan Gyfreithiol y Plant Cymru

Erthygl 12:Mae gen i hawl i gael fy nghlywed a fy
nghymryd o ddifri.
 Mae gan bob plentyn hawl i fynegi ei farn, ei deimladau a’i
ddymuniadau ynghylch pob mater sy’n effeithio arno, ac i’w
farn gael ei ystyried a’i gymryd o ddifri.

 

Etholiad y Senedd

 

 
Mae etholiad nesaf y Senedd yn cael ei gynnal ar 7 Mai
2026. Eleni, mae yna newidiadau mawr y dylai
pleidleiswyr ifanc wybod amdanyn nhw.
Mae etholiad y Senedd eleni yn wahanol iawn i’r
etholiadau blaenorol. Mae’r prif newidiadau’n cynnwys:

16 etholaeth newydd Mae gan Gymru 16
etholaeth fwy erbyn hyn, gyda phob un yn ethol 6
Aelod o’r Senedd gan ddefnyddio system
cynrychiolaeth gyfrannol rhestrau caeedig.

Mwy o Aelodau Bydd nifer Aelodau’r Senedd yn
codi o 60 i 96, er mwyn ceisio gwella craffu a
chynrychiolaeth.

System bleidleisio newydd Yn hytrach na
phleidleisio dros Aelod o’r Senedd ar gyfer
etholaeth ac Aelod o'r Senedd ar gyfer rhanbarth,
byddwch nawr yn bwrw un bleidlais dros restr
plaid yn eich etholaeth.

Mae’r newidiadau hyn wedi’u cynllunio i wneud y
Senedd yn fwy effeithiol ac yn fwy cynrychioliadol.
Gall pobl ifanc 16 oed a hŷn bleidleisio yn Etholiadau’r
Senedd. Ond bydd angen iddyn nhw gofrestru i
bleidleisio erbyn 20 Ebrill gan ddefnyddio’r ddolen hon
Cofrestru i bleidleisio - GOV.UK
 
Mae pobl ifanc wedi dangos, pan fyddan nhw’n
pleidleisio, eu bod yn gallu dylanwadu ar ganlyniadau,
yn enwedig mewn cystadlaethau agos.
 
Mae amrywiaeth o adnoddau ar gael i ysgolion a all
helpu i roi gwybodaeth i bobl ifanc am Etholiadau’r
Senedd.
 
https://www.complantcymru.org.uk/adnoddau-etholiad-
senedd-2026/
 
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/cy/adnoddau/a
dnoddau-i-addysgwyr/adnoddau-ar-gyfer-etholiad-y-
senedd-2026
 
https://senedd.cymru/ymweld-a-ni/addysg-ac-
ymgysylltu-a-phobl-ifanc/ymweld-a-chi/sgwrsio-am-y-
senedd-esbonio-democratiaeth-yng-nghymru/
 
https://hwb.gov.wales/news/articles/0f90aa0d-7c4d-
45da-a719-6bf59c743a43 
 

Erthygl 12: Mae gen i hawl i gael fy nghlywed a fy
nghymryd o ddifri.
 Mae gan bob plentyn hawl i fynegi ei farn, ei deimladau a’i
ddymuniadau ynghylch pob mater sy’n effeithio arno, ac i’w
farn gael ei ystyried a’i gymryd o ddifri.

            Diolch i’n Cyllidwyr
 

Hoffem ddiolch i Sefydliad Paul Hamlyn, Esmee Fairburn ac Ymddiriedolaeth
Elusennol AB am y cyllid sy’n ein galluogi i wneud y gwaith hanfodol hwn.
 

Gobeithio bod yr wybodaeth hon wedi bod yn ddefnyddiol i chi, a byddem yn croesawu
unrhyw wybodaeth am ddigwyddiadau neu adnoddau sydd ar y gweill y gallwn eu
rhannu ag ysgolion. Mae ein cylchlythyrau blaenorol ar gael yma: Hafan | Children's
Legal Centre Wales (childrenslegalcentre.wales)
I gael rhagor o wybodaeth am y gyfraith yng Nghymru a sut mae hyn yn effeithio ar
bobl ifanc, ewch i Ganolfan Gyfreithiol y Plant Cymru.
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https://childrenslegalcentre.wales/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8sGvLlmdVFqjlqYy1am_x5cTzsEq6U6rfymoGcTC04SZI9Urslb8wKRF3mFj9lU_t1if-S
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/christopher-mcfarland-184a8897/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8sGvLlmdVFqjlqYy1am_x5cTzsEq6U6rfymoGcTC04SZI9Urslb8wKRF3mFj9lU_t1if-S
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sinclairs/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8sGvLlmdVFqjlqYy1am_x5cTzsEq6U6rfymoGcTC04SZI9Urslb8wKRF3mFj9lU_t1if-S
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ffion-davies-283a08157/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8sGvLlmdVFqjlqYy1am_x5cTzsEq6U6rfymoGcTC04SZI9Urslb8wKRF3mFj9lU_t1if-S
https://www.linkedin.com/company/geldards-llp/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8sGvLlmdVFqjlqYy1am_x5cTzsEq6U6rfymoGcTC04SZI9Urslb8wKRF3mFj9lU_t1if-S
https://www.linkedin.com/in/catgrubb/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8sGvLlmdVFqjlqYy1am_x5cTzsEq6U6rfymoGcTC04SZI9Urslb8wKRF3mFj9lU_t1if-S
https://www.linkedin.com/company/civitas-law/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8sGvLlmdVFqjlqYy1am_x5cTzsEq6U6rfymoGcTC04SZI9Urslb8wKRF3mFj9lU_t1if-S
https://lnkd.in/eQDF-vd8?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8sGvLlmdVFqjlqYy1am_x5cTzsEq6U6rfymoGcTC04SZI9Urslb8wKRF3mFj9lU_t1if-S
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