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Update April 2026: Incorporation of UN

Treaties into Welsh Law: report by Legislative
Options Working Group

Please see some of the key messages from the report below:

&2 Direct incorporation of UN treaties such as CEDAW and CRDP is not currently legally
viable

The report finds that fully embedding treaties like CEDAW & CRDP directly into Welsh law
would be high risk & likely unlawful. This is because many rights in those treaties relate to
“reserved matters” (e.g. equal opportunities) which the Senedd can’t currently legislate on

QO Indirect incorporation is safer — but not strong enough

A weaker approach (like a “due regard” duty) would be less legally risky.

However, it was rejected because it does not allow individuals to enforce rights against
devolved bodies in court, which is a key aim as it makes rights more effective.

& The recommended solution is a bespoke Welsh Human Rights Act
The group’s main recommendation is to create a new Human Rights (Wales) Act.
This would:
e Draw on UN treaties
e Create tailored (“bespoke”) rights to reflect what people value in Wales
e Allow enforceable remedies against devolved public bodies
This approach avoids legal barriers while still strengthening rights.

“Z There is a major gap between human rights commitments and real-world delivery
Wales already has many policies supporting rights, but:

e Implementation is often inconsistent and poorly tracked

e Links between international standards and actual policy are often unclear
The report highlights a need for better coordination, monitoring, and evidence of impact.

s Stronger systems are needed for accountability, access to justice & awareness of rights
Key improvements recommended:

e Better coordination between oversight bodies (e.g. commissioners, ombuds)

e Stronger advocacy and advice services

e Increased public and legal awareness of rights
Overall aim: make rights practical, accessible, and enforceable in everyday life.

Due to the current limits of devolution, the report concludes that Wales cannot simply, fully
incorporate international human rights treaties into law, but it can achieve similar outcomes
through a new, tailored Welsh human rights framework backed by stronger implementation
and enforcement systems.

Please access the report here
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