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Update April 2026: Children placed in illegal

unregistered accommodation

New data highlights a growing and deeply concerning reality in children’s social care in Wales.

In 2025, we again brought attention to our concerns regarding children deprived of their
liberty, who are often placed in unregistered accommodation far from home.

@, Our fears concerning children placed in illegal unregistered accommodation have been
further confirmed this month by Freedom of Information Requests undertaken by S4C that
reveal that at least 120 children have been placed in unregistered accommodation over the
past year, in some cases for extended periods, including one child for over 18 months.

/\ These settings, which can include Airbnb’s, hotels, or even caravans, intended only for
short-term, exceptional use, are being used as a fallback due to a lack of suitable placements.

(8] At the same time, the sector is undergoing major reform, under the Health and Social
Care (Wales) Act 2025, with the transition from profit-making provision, and the commitment
to treat children as children and not as commodities. However, while the long-term aim is to
improve outcomes, there are real concerns about reduced capacity in the short term,
potentially increasing reliance on unregistered settings.

This is not just a policy issue; it has real-world consequences for very vulnerable children.

K Recent reporting on an individual case showed how an already vulnerable child, placed
far from home, across the border into England due to a shortage of placements in Wales, was
housed in an unregistered setting where serious and horrific abuse occurred. It is a stark
example of what can happen when the system is under strain and appropriate, registered
placements are not available.

fll As reforms progress, the new Welsh Government must ensure sufficient safe, registered
placements remain the absolute priority, that protect children's rights. Children cannot
become casualties of capacity gaps.

Please see links to recent news articles:
e BBC Wales: Children in Care spending months in Unregistered Homes
e Wales Online: Girl Abused by ex-soldiers in lllegal Children’s Home



https://nation.cymru/news/welsh-government-lacks-urgency-amid-crisis-for-vulnerable-children/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cymrufyw/erthyglau/czexylg1z9do
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/girl-abused-ex-soldiers-illegal-33708226?utm_source=app
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cymrufyw/erthyglau/czexylg1z9do
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/girl-abused-ex-soldiers-illegal-33708226?utm_source=app

