
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

On September 24th 2025, Youth Justice Legal Centre coordinated an event at Coram Children’s 

Legal Centre for the Child Law Network, bringing together leading experts to share research, 

experience and insight into how children end up on these costly orders. Children’s Legal Centre 

Wales is one of the 9 children’s legal centres, part of the Child Law Network. 

 

In England and Wales, children can be deprived of liberty through many routes – from the 

criminal justice system to mental health detentions. The Children’s Commissioner for England 

found that nearly half were by High Court DoLs (IH) orders. 

 

The National Audit Office reports these orders can cost over £300,000 per child. Attendees heard 

that children with complex lives are often detained far from home in unregistered, unregulated 

accommodation by untrained staff, with little access to education or therapeutic support. The 

orders may authorise restraint and constant supervision. The rights and voices of these children 

often go unheard, complicated further by cross-border issues between England, Wales and 

Scotland. 

 

The keynote speech was delivered at 

the event, by Sir Andrew McFarlane, 

President of the Family 

Division, called for new thinking, 

collaboration and reform. The 

complexity of the children’s situations 

and the limitations of the systems 

which exist mean that further 

harm can be inflicted on already 

traumatised children. 

  

The Panel speakers came from across 

the legal and children’s sectors and 

highlighted the current challenges, 

from the growing number of orders to 

the unequal way they are 

applied for in different parts of the 

country.  

 

We were delighted that, Dr Rhian Croke from Children’s Legal Centre Wales, spoke on 

Deprivation of Liberty Orders used on children in Wales. The event showed the importance of 

working together to protect children’s rights and push for a system that delivers better outcomes 

for the future. 

Deprivation of Liberty Orders (DOLs) for children, 
variations in the law across England, Scotland, Wales:  

Event and Publications Launch 
 

https://childlawnetwork.org/about-us


 

The Child Law Network launched five pamphlets at the event, highlighting the problems and 

collating the voices and experiences of affected children, and the variations in the law across the 

jurisdictions.  

 

Overview of DoLs (IH) 

 

Comparing Secure Accommodation Orders and DoLs (IH) 

  

Variations in the law between England and Wales 

 

Cross border placements to Scotland 

 

Voices and experiences of children on DoLs(IH) 

 

 

https://childlawnetwork.org/publications/blog-post-title-one-t59rr-dsgsn-eat8j
https://childlawnetwork.org/publications/cross-border-placements-ydrey
https://childlawnetwork.org/publications/blog-post-title-one-t59rr-dsgsn-eat8j-kj9gk
https://childlawnetwork.org/publications/cross-border-placements
https://childlawnetwork.org/publications/english-and-welsh-children-and-young-people-in-conflict-with-the-law-in-scotlandnbsp-44xge

