
 
 

 

 

 

Senedd Debate (14 January) 

• A strong and thoughtful debate took place in the Senedd on raising the age of criminal 

responsibility. 

• Adam Price MS set out clear, evidence-based arguments for reform. 

• Jane Hutt MS, Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice, responded on behalf of the Welsh 

Government, highlighting: 

o Wales’ commitments to international children’s rights standards 

o The Thomas Commission recommendation to raise the age 

o Engagement with the UK Government Youth Justice Minister, ensuring 

awareness of the Senedd debate and Members’ calls for change 

• The debate is recorded in the Senedd transcript (Agenda Item 10). 

 

UK-Level Developments 

• An amendment to the Crime and Policing Bill has been tabled to raise the age of 

criminal responsibility. 

• The amendment is supported by senior members of the judiciary, signalling growing 

recognition at the highest levels of the justice system that reform is necessary. 

 

International Context 

• The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child has repeatedly criticised the UK for 

having the lowest age of criminal responsibility in Europe. 

• In its 2023 Concluding Observations, the Committee again urged the UK to raise the 

age, reinforcing that the current position is incompatible with children’s rights and child 

development evidence. 

 

What Raising the Age Means 

• Raising the age does not mean excusing harmful behaviour. 

• It means responding in ways that are: 

o Child-centred and rights-compliant 

o Trauma-informed 

o Aligned with international standards and the evidence on child development 

 

Media Coverage 

• A recent news article references the Senedd debate and includes commentary from CLC 

Wales, quoting Dr Rhian Croke, further amplifying the case for reform. 

 

Our Position 

• Raising the age of criminal responsibility has long been a key call for change. 

• Momentum is building across Wales and the UK 

 

Please see further information regarding our concerns relating to Age of Criminal 

Responsibility here: Age of Criminal Responsibility | Children's Legal Centre Wales 
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