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Update October 2025: UK Government

authorises Taser 10 without a Children’s
Rights Impact Assessment (CRIA)

The UK Government has authorised the rollout of a new, more powerful model of
Taser — Taser 10 — which police forces will be able to use on children in Wales.

4 Taser 10 introduces serious new risks. It is heavier and launched at greater
velocity than previous models, with barbs that must pierce the skin to function. This
increases the risk of injury for children, who are more physically vulnerable.

We are extremely disappointed that the introduction of this technology has been
authorised without any assurances that it is compatible with the UNCRC or with any
consultation with children or their representatives in Wales.

& With our sister organisation CRAE (part of Just for Kids Law), we shared our
concerns with the Senedd, who subsequently wrote to the Welsh Government.

M The Welsh Government communicated that they do not wish to see the use of
Tasers on children by police forces in Wales & would seek assurances from the UK
Government regarding compatibility of the technology with the UNCRC.

On the same day that the UK Government announced the authorisation of Taser
10, the UK Home Office published the Scientific Advisory Committee on the Medical
Implications of Less-Lethal Weapons (SACMILL) assessment, which has concluded
that Taser 10’s design has clear risks to children, stating:

“The less mature anatomy of younger children may make them more susceptible to
discharge and probe injuries. Such susceptibilities include a thinner body wall which
puts underlying tissues and organs (including the heart) at greater risk from skin-

perforating Taser 10 probes... A thinner skull may mean that skull-perforating darts


https://www.linkedin.com/company/just-for-kids-law/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/taser-10-medical-assessment-and-technical-reports/sacmill-statement-on-the-medical-implications-of-the-taser-10-conducted-energy-device-system

have greater potential to injure the brain... Discharge-induced falls may also have
more serious consequences for younger children due to a higher risk of bone fracture
arising from bone immaturity.”

&a We would like to see transparency & accountability to children. This harmful
device has been authorised during UK Parliamentary recess & has not been subject
to parliamentary scrutiny.

M The Senedd, the Welsh Government & the independent body providing the UK
Government with advice on the medical implications of less lethal

weapons, SACMILL, have all communicated that a CRIA should be undertaken,
pointing to the UK Government’s commitment to give due consideration to the
UNCRC when developing new policy or legislation.

We are calling for:

X Immediate suspension of Taser 10 authorisation

3 A robust, independent CRIA to be conducted and published

g A clear presumption against Taser use on under-18s

@ Updated police training that reflects specific risks to children

Collection and publication of disaggregated data on use involving children

@ Please see further information regarding our concerns relating to Taser use on
children here: Taser Use on Children | Children's Legal Centre Wales



https://childrenslegalcentre.wales/taser-use-on-children/

