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Update August 2025: Taser 10 and

Children’s Rights in Wales

In June, CLCW & CRAE (part of Just for Kids Law) released a joint briefing written by
@DrRhianCroke &Louise King, to raise urgent concerns about the UK Government’s potential
authorisation of Taser 10 —a new model of Conducted Energy Device—and the serious risks
it poses to children and their rights.

We shared the briefing with the Senedd Equality and Social Justice Committee and
the Senedd Children, Young People and Education Committee, and highlighted:

e The physical and psychological harm to children

e The lack of compliance with international human rights standards, the Rights of
Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011 and the need for a Children’s
Rights Impact Assessment.

e The contradiction with the trauma-informed approach of the Youth Justice Blueprint

e The disproportionate and discriminatory use against ethnic minority children —
undermining the goal of an anti-racist Wales

& Both Committees acted swiftly, writing to the Welsh Government to express their
concerns, stating that they were:

“Sufficiently alarmed at the impact on children’s rights... that we felt it necessary to signal
our concerns immediately.”

They also called for a Children’s Rights Impact Assessment (CRIA) for Taser 10 and all future
policing technologies.

@) We are very pleased that in response, the Welsh Government clearly stated:

“The Welsh Government does not wish to see the use of Tasers on children by police forces in
Wales.”

The Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice and Chief Whip, Jane Hutt confirmed she will write
to the UK Policing Minister, Dame Diana Johnson, to:

B> Seek assurances on the compatibility of Taser 10 with the UN Convention on the Rights
of the Child



https://childrenslegalcentre.wales/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Briefing-Taser-Use-on-Children-June-2025.pdf
https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s163962/Letter%20to%20the%20Cabinet%20Secretary%20for%20Social%20Justice%20Trefnydd%20and%20Chief%20Whip%20from%20the%20Chair%20of%20the%20Ch.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-eeqUjO4-5BNmm-jgsIuyVDJxQl7OfFa/view

@, Request details on how the UK Government plans to assess its impact on children

We await the UK Government’s response and hope it reflects the same commitment to
children’s rights and well-being as demonstrated in Wales, including evidence of a Children’s
Rights Impact Assessment being undertaken.

However, we are very concerned that this harmful device could potentially be authorised
during parliamentary recess & consequently will not be subject to parliamentary scrutiny.

We are pleased to see this issue of concern highlighted by Welsh media, that also
includes links to our briefing and letters from the Senedd and Welsh Government. Read

more here:

https://nation.cymru/news/calls-for-ban-on-police-pointing-tasers-at-children/



https://nation.cymru/news/calls-for-ban-on-police-pointing-tasers-at-children/

