The Senedd (or Welsh Parliament) makes many laws which

affect everyone living in Wales including children and young

people. This means that some laws are different in Wales to

other parts of the UK.

Universal Free School Meals

Article 27 says you have the right to a proper

house, food and clothing.

Governments must help families
who cannot afford to provide -
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this. All children in Primary -~
Schools in Wales are entitled
to a Free School Meal.

Plastic Pollution

Article 24 says you have the right to a
clean environment.

The Environment Protection Act makes it a
criminal offence to supply or offer to supply
(including for free) certain single-use plastic
products to consumers in Wales, unless an
exemption applies.

Voting

Article 12 is your right
to be listened to and
taken seriously.

In Wales, 16 and 17
year olds are allowed to
vote at local council and
Senedd elections.

The Children’s Legal Centre Wales is a Wales-wide,
bilingual service providing information and access to
legal advice for children and young people.

www.childrenslegalcentre.wales K1 ¥ ©

20 Mph Speed Limit

Article 3 says adults must always

do what is best for you.

In September 2023, Wales became
the first nation in the UK to adopt
20mph as the default speed limit
for roads that have streetlights.

The aim is to keep pedestrians and

cyclists, especially children safe in
built up areas.

Education

Article 28 says you have the
right to education, whether
you are educated at school, at
home or somewhere else.

Wales has it's own Curriculum for
3 to 16 year olds to enable pupils
to become;

+ Ambitious, capable learners

* Enterprising, creative
contributors

+ Ethically informed citizens
+ Healthy confident individuals

Ending Physical
Punishment

Article 19 says you have the right not to
be punished in a cruel or hurtful way.

All physical punishment is banned in
Wales. This includes, hitting, slapping,
shaking and smacking. This applies to
visitors as well as people who live in
Wales.
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Free Swimming

Article 31 is your right to relax and play.

Children under 16 are entitled to a free
swimming session each week and more
during the holidays, which will help
children to become more physically active.

The United Nations Convention on the
Rights of a Child (UNCRCQ) is a list of
articles that should be followed to help
keep children happy, healthy and safe.
For more information

check out the Children's
Commissioners
for Wales UNCRC
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https://www.gov.wales/universal-primary-free-school-meals-upfsm
https://law.gov.wales/environmental-protection-single-use-plastic-products-wales-act-2023
https://www.gov.wales/new-law-introduce-votes-16-and-17-year-olds-local-council-elections-wales-unveiled
https://www.sport.wales/content-vault/free-swimming/
http://www.childrenslegalcentre.wales
https://www.gov.wales/introducing-20mph-speed-limits-frequently-asked-questions
https://law.gov.wales/children-abolition-defence-reasonable-punishment-wales-act-2020
https://law.gov.wales/children-abolition-defence-reasonable-punishment-wales-act-2020
https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/9681-CCfW-Know-Your-Rights-Poster-Artwork-English_AW.pdf
https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/9681-CCfW-Know-Your-Rights-Poster-Artwork-English_AW.pdf

