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The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child recommends all countries that ratify the United 
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) undertake children’s rights impact 
assessments on all decisions related to children. They state: 

‘that the implementation of the principles and provisions of the Convention 
requires that priority be given to children’s issues, particularly in the light of article 
3. It is recommended therefore that in the formulation of policy options and 
proposals that there should be an accompanying assessment of its impact on 
children so that decision makers can be better advised when formulating policy as 
to its effect on the rights of the child.’ 

 

What are children’s rights impact assessments?  

A children’s rights impact assessment can be described as a prior assessment of the impact that 
a decision can have on a child, or a group of children affected by it.  

A children’s rights impact assessment involves the examination of existing and proposed policies, 
legislation, budgets or changes in administrative services for their impact on children and for how 
they support the implementation of the Convention. 

▪ Children’s rights impact assessments are a tool for translating the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child, giving priority to children’s best interests, into practice in a concrete 
and structured manner. 

▪ All decisions made and affecting children must have the “best interests of the child” as 
their point of departure.  

▪ In all matters affecting the child, the child must be given opportunity to state his/her 
opinion, and those opinions must be taken into account when the decision is made.  

▪ In this way the UNCRC becomes the starting point of a systematic child perspective in 
working and decision-making processes for activities by which children and young people 
are affected.  

 

Why are they needed? 

• Children are disenfranchised, through lacking the vote and not playing a significant part 
in political processes. 

Children’s Rights Impact 
Assessments Briefing  
 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/treaty-bodies/crc
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-rights-child
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-rights-child
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• Children’s issues are fragmented across government departments that can result in 
uncoordinated or conflicting policies that fall short of reflecting the “whole child”. 

• Children’s issues are often likely to be hijacked by other political agendas and 
consequently children in many cases are in a different (usually weaker) position as 
compared with the rest of the population. 

• There is a need for governmental mechanisms to give children’s rights better visibility, 
coherence and significance.  

• Child rights impact assessments are one element in a drive to improve government for 
children and the embedding of children’s rights.  

• They create an invaluable opportunity for making adjustments to legislation, policies and 
budgets, to ensure that children’s rights are respected, protected and fulfilled.  

 

When to do a children’s rights impact assessment? 

The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child has established a number of points in which it 
particularly recommends that children’s rights impact assessments be undertaken e.g., in the 
adoption of: 

• any form of new policy,  

• new legislation or regulations 

• an annual budget, at both national, regional and local level 

• organisational or administrative changes at all levels in society.  
 

What should be included in a children’s rights impact 
assessment?  

▪ A description of the proposed measure (legislation/policy/project) 

▪ Including how the measure affects (or might affect) children and young people.  

▪ Including how the proposed measure is affected by, or affects, other current 
government/activities/policy.  

▪ An analysis of how the measure promotes or impedes the implementation of the UNCRC 
and other relevant human rights instruments (clause by clause analysis).  

▪ Identification of problems/gaps in information/expertise/conflicts of interest that the 
proposal entails.  

▪ Children and young people’s viewpoints on the measure/proposal.  

▪ Proposed steps to ameliorate or compensate for any adverse effects.  

▪ Guidelines on how the measure should be monitored.  

▪ Evaluation (afterwards) of the effect the decision actually had.  
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Who should conduct children’s rights impact assessments?  

At a national level – Minister for children, inter-ministerial committee for children, officials, 
children’s commissioner, parliamentary select committee for children and children.   

The Welsh Government has been conducting CRIAs since 2014. The Welsh Government states:  

‘Children’s rights impact assessments (CRIAs) allow ministers to comply with the 
due regard duty under section 1 of the Rights of Children and Young Persons 
(Wales) Measure 2011. They help to embed the United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of the Child in decision making. A CRIA is undertaken as part of the 
integrated impact assessment process (IIA). The CRIA allows officials to consider 
the impact to children and their rights of any proposed law, policy or budgetary 
decision.’ 

At local level – senior decision makers and officials represented from different departments in a 
public authority working with key stakeholders and children and young people in the community, 
council, scrutiny committee for children and young people.  

Not all public bodies across Wales are conducting children’s rights impact assessments as yet, 
but it is a key recommendation of a Children’s Rights Approach that they do.  

 

Useful documents relevant to Children’s Rights Impact 
Assessments:  

UN Committee on the Rights of the Child  

• UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (2003) General Comment No.5 on General 
measures of implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (arts. 4, 42 
and 44, para. 6), paras.45-47. CRIA is listed as one of the ‘administrative and other’ 
measures of implementation under Article 4. 
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno
=CRC%2fGC%2f2003%2f5&Lang=en  

• UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (2014) General Comment No.14 on Best 
Interests of the Child (article 3). 
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno
=CRC%2fC%2fGC%2f14&Lang=en  

• UN Committee on Rights of Child’s Concluding Observations 2023 (parag 8 e) 
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno
=CRC%2FC%2FGBR%2FCO%2F6-7&Lang=en  

European Network of Ombudspersons on Children (ENOC) report on Child Rights Impact 
Assessments: http://enoc.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/ENOC-Synthesis-Report-on-CRIA-
FV.pdf  

Welsh Government  https://gov.wales/publication-childrens-rights-impact-assessments  

Children’s Commissioner for Wales  https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/faqs/resources/  

 

https://childrenslegalcentre.wales/childrens-rights-approach/
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRC%2fGC%2f2003%2f5&Lang=en
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRC%2fGC%2f2003%2f5&Lang=en
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRC%2fC%2fGC%2f14&Lang=en
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRC%2fC%2fGC%2f14&Lang=en
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRC%2FC%2FGBR%2FCO%2F6-7&Lang=en
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRC%2FC%2FGBR%2FCO%2F6-7&Lang=en
http://enoc.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/ENOC-Synthesis-Report-on-CRIA-FV.pdf
http://enoc.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/ENOC-Synthesis-Report-on-CRIA-FV.pdf
https://gov.wales/publication-childrens-rights-impact-assessments
https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/faqs/resources/
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Useful Literature 

• Edinburgh Law School (2024) Children’s Rights Impact Assessments in Wales: an 
Analysis for Best Practice. 
https://togetherscotland.org.uk/media/3729/wales_humanrightsclinic_finalreport1.pdf  

• Hoffman S (2020) Ex ante children’s rights impact assessment of economic policy, The 
International Journal of Human Rights, 24:9,1333-
1352, DOI: 10.1080/13642987.2020.1819798 

• Payne L (2019) Child Rights Impact Assessment as a policy improvement tool, The 
International Journal of Human Rights, 23:3, 408-424, 
DOI: 10.1080/13642987.2018.1558989 

• Simon Hoffman and Sean O’Neil (2018) Integration of the UN Convention on the Rights 
of the Child (Equality and Human Rights Commission). 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/the_impact_of_legal_integrati
on_of_the_un_convention_on_the_rights_of_the_child_in_wales_eng.pdf  

• Payne L (2017) Child rights impact assessment (CRIA): A Review of comparative practice 
across the UK. Commissioned by UNICEF UK. https://www.unicef.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2017/09/Unicef-UK-CRIA-comparative-review_FOR-PUBLICATION.pdf  

• Hoffman S (2015) Evaluation of the Welsh Government’s Child Rights Impact 
Assessment procedure under the Children’s Rights Scheme pursuant to the Rights of 
Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 
2011https://cronfa.swan.ac.uk/Record/cronfa30963  

 

 

https://togetherscotland.org.uk/media/3729/wales_humanrightsclinic_finalreport1.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/13642987.2020.1819798
https://doi.org/10.1080/13642987.2018.1558989
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/the_impact_of_legal_integration_of_the_un_convention_on_the_rights_of_the_child_in_wales_eng.pdf
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/the_impact_of_legal_integration_of_the_un_convention_on_the_rights_of_the_child_in_wales_eng.pdf
https://www.unicef.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Unicef-UK-CRIA-comparative-review_FOR-PUBLICATION.pdf
https://www.unicef.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Unicef-UK-CRIA-comparative-review_FOR-PUBLICATION.pdf
https://cronfa.swan.ac.uk/Record/cronfa30963

